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DRS // CUMULUS 2013
2nd International Conference for Design Education Researchers
Oslo, 14–17 May 2013

Design Learning for Tomorrow
– Design Education from Kindergarten to PhD
Liv Merete NIELSEN
Many thanks to the Design Research Society (DRS) and Cumulus for giving the Oslo
and Akershus University College of Applied Sciences the confidence to chair and
nd
organise this 2 international conference for design education researchers in Oslo May
14–17, 2013. Researchers from more than 74 universities have undertaken a rigorous
double blind review process used to select papers for inclusion in these conference
proceedings. We received 225 full papers and of these 165 were selected and included
in the conference proceedings and presented at the conference. Thanks to all, and a
special thank to professor Peter Lloyd of the Open University, who served as chair of
the scientific review committee and to dr. Janne Reitan of the Oslo and Akershus
University College of Applied Sciences who chaired the committee with him.
nd
The 2 international conference for design education researchers in Oslo May 14–
17, 2013 on the theme of ‘Design learning for tomorrow – Design education from
Kindergarten to PhD’ received an overwhelming response. This is gratifying for us, the
organisers, as we see design in a broad interdisciplinary perspective in support for a
better tomorrow. For years we have promoted the idea that sustainable design
solutions should include more than ‘professional’ designers; they should also include a
general public as ‘conscious’ consumers and decision makers with responsibility for
quality and longevity, as opposed to a “throw-away” society.
This is also the reason why we as the conference hosts have chosen to focus on
design education from Kindergarten to PhD. This perspective was put forward as a
contrast to most design education conferences where there is either a focus on design
education for professionals or general education for children and non-designers. In the
call the conference papers we have argued for a longitudinal perspective on design
education where the education of professional designers is seen in relation to general
education of a people. This is becoming increasingly relevant as more and more
decisions are being made on the basis of visual representation. With this conference
we have the ambition to see education at many different levels in securing a
sustainable future for the design of everyday life solutions. For that we need qualified
and reflective decision makers with a consciousness for quality of design and solutions.
Why are these issues of concern for Norwegian researchers in this field? The answer
goes back to the 1960 National Curriculum for primary and lower secondary schools in
Norway, when art and crafts were merged into one subject. Currently this subject
includes art, architecture, design and visual communication. No other Nordic–or
European–country seems to have developed a model similar to this and today we see
Copyright © 2013. Copyright in each paper on this conference proceedings is the property of the author(s).
Permission is granted to reproduce copies of these works for purposes relevant to the above conference,
provided that the author(s), source and copyright notice are included on each copy. For other uses, including
extended quotation, please contact the author(s).

Liv Merete Nielsen

the benefit of this merger where design is at the core of the subject for youngsters –
building upon the best from art and the best from craft to become creative problem
solvers and critical consumers. I am looking forward to the day when UNESCO, or other
organisations with responsibility for funding research, recognise that we need more
research and knowledge on what impact design education from Kindergarten to PhD
have on consumer habits and sustainable development at large. I hope that such
projects are not far away. Politicians have far too long been told that advanced
mathematics is the main way to stimulate youngsters to abstract thinking. The
designerly way of solving problems can be even more suitable in training abstract
thinking, and it will also include ethical aspects of sustainable development and
ecology. A design literate general public would therefore be a step forward in
supporting the statement of commitment by the members of Cumulus; the ‘Kyoto
Design Declaration 2008’.
For this DRS//cumulus Oslo 2013 conference we are happy to continue our
international cooperation for design education research. In advance of the conference
we have cooperated on editing the conference proceedings at level 1 in the Norwegian
system. After the conference we will cooperate for special issues of the following
academic journals; Art, Design & Communication in Higher Education, TechneA, Design
and Technology Education, Studies in Material Thinking and FORMakademisk. The role
of journals as an arena for design education research is essential for the advancement
of knowledge production within the field. For the Nordic design and design education
research field, FORMakademisk has played a crucial role in its five years of existence, as
a digital open-access journal for both design and design education research. Its first
editorial wrote that:
The aim of the journal is to provide a venue for research in design and design
education, and thereby develop an interest and working community of scholars in
the field. The editorial team perceives design as a generic term that includes
creative and performing activities in the great span of the artefacts 'from the
spoon to the city'. The editorial team relates to design education as a field that
includes the dissemination of design in society and the teaching of design at all
levels general education, vocational preparation, professional education and
research education - from kindergarten to doctorate.(www.formakademisk.org)
The Norwegian design education community includes design education for
professional designers and teacher training for design educators. The teacher training
is mainly developed through two master programmes–one in Oslo (Institute of Art,
Design and Drama, Faculty of Technology, Art and Design, Oslo and Akershus University
College of Applied Sciences - HiOA) and one in Notodden (Department of Art Education,
Telemark University College - HiT). Two PhD-programmes; Oslo School of Architecture
and Design (AHO) and Cultural Studies at the Telemark University College, have a focus
on both design and design education. The AHO programme was chaired by professor
Halina Dunin-Woyseth, who has played a key role in developing research within the
‘making disciplines’. From the AHO programme the research network DesignDialog was
established in 2002 with research focus on three themes; 1) Studies of dialogues of
design in context, 2) Studies of design education, and 3) Studies of public dialogues on
design.
I see this conference as a further step to international collaboration in design
education research. Thanks to all those at HiOA, Faculty of Technology, art and design,
who have supported this conference; Dean Petter Øyan and institute leaders Åshild
ii
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Vethal – Institute of Art, Design and Drama, Gunnar H. Gundersen – Institute of Product
Design, and Laurence Habib – Institute of Computer Science. Without their support this
conference would not have been possible. Thanks are also due to the leaders of Oslo
and Akershus University College of Applied Sciences, rector Kari Toverud Jensen and
head of research Frode Eika Sandnes, for general support to the internationalisation of
design education research at HiOA, including this conference.
It is an honour for us that the DRS-Cumulus partnership will be signed in Oslo by
DRS chair professor Seymour Roworth-Stokes and Cumulus vice-president professor
Luisa Collina. Professor Michael Tovey and co-chair of this conference Erik Bohemia
nd
have played a central role in preparing for this partnership and this 2 conference for
design education researchers.
Warm thanks to the Scientific review committee, the Scientific review panel, the
Programme Committee, the Organising committee, and the rest of the Editorial team;
Janne Beate Reitan, Peter Lloyd, Erik Bohemia, Ingvild Digranes and Eva Lutnæs. Thanks
also to colleagues and students for valuable contributions.
We are also grateful to our supporters and sponsors; the National Museum, the
Research Council of Norway, the musicians and designers Peter Opsvik and Svein
Gusrud, the furniture companies SAVO, HÅG, STOKKE and Variér for generously
providing display chairs for the exhibition, and all the other supporters and cooperation
partners.
We hope, as the organizers, that the conference will promote design and design
education as a field of practice and inquiry. We hope that it will create a fertile context
for establishing new networks of future co-operation, nationally and internationally,
and that design education research in its broad context will be recognized both inside
and outside the design research community. The general public’s interest for design
and quality is developed from the kindergarten, through primary and secondary
education and the public’s attitude is central for professional activities and a broad
democratic design participation.
Liv Merete NIELSEN
Professor, designer
Chair of the conference
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